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HIS CHARACTER, 


AN ENTIRE STRANGER 
To 
SIR GEORGE SAVILE 


A LETTER &c. 


OU will the more readily .excuſe this 

intruſion, when you are aſſured that 
it proceeds not from any profeſſional pteju- 
dice, any proſpect (near or remote) of pri- 
vate emolument, any idle ambition of enter- 
ing the lifts, and breaking a lance with the 
Champions for or againſt the Articles of our 
Religion: But from a principle, which ſo- 
berly and ſtrenuouſly reſpects the civil 
and religious Liberties of Mankind, and 
which condemns alike an injudicious 
Zeal, a timid Neutrality, and a philoſophic 
Nonchalance, in every queſtion which relates 
to the ſupport of either. 


' *Svcn a Queſtion, you need not be inform * 
ed, will ſoon be agitated in a place, where 
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1 A LETTER FROM 

the conſtitution of your Country has annex- 
ed a peculiar and an equal conſequence to 
the opinion of each individual. Your ſingle 
Voice may tend; upon the preſent occaſion, 
to the utter ſubverſion of our eccleſiaſtical 
Eſtabliſhment ; or it may tend to the further 
Reformation of our Chureh, to the "thorough 
purging it from the remaining Dregs and 
Pollutions of Popery, to the final Abolition 
5 * 


* 


Having no cotinexions with the petifion- 
ing Clergy, I ſpeak not this out of diſreſpe& 
to them, or diſapprobation of their deſign, 
tho I do not wholly approve the manner of 
conducting it. nor either leiſure or inclina- 
tion/to read what has been written upon the 
ſubject of their Petition by their Friends or 
their Enemies; you need not fear, left I 
ſhould weary out your patience, by entering 
too deeply into the diſcuſſion of the Queſ- 
tion. Learned men often involve clear 
matters in obſeurity, and by tedious diſqui- 
ſitions render that which when briefly ſta- 
ted would be obvious to common ſenſe, in- 
tricate and of difficult apprehenſion. This 
n | » 
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4s remarkably the caſe in the preſent inquiry 
the Chiefs of each Party have enliſted 
many great Names under their ſeveral Ban- 
ners, have ſo fortified their reſpective opi- 
nions by correſpondent Authorities, erected 
ſo many formidable Redoubts for their De- 
Fence, under the denominations of Charges, 
Pleas, Inquiries, Vindications, &c. that he 
muſt be a bold man indeed, who would 
venture to force the Intrenchments of either 
ſide, in purſuit of Truth. I am poſſeſſed of 
no ſuch Fortitude 5 nor you probably of a. 
Diſ eg to follow = if I led the way. 


| 


T HE whole, as appears to me, of what w 
can be alledged upon the preſent ſubject, 5 
reſolves itſelf into the Deciſion of Two plain 
Queſtions, which will probably become the 
principal Points of Parliamentary Debate; 
and upon each of which I will trouble you 
with a few Reflexions ; which have this at 

leaſt to recommend them, That they are 
the ſentiments of an heart not conſcious to - 
itſelf of Prepoſſeſſion againſt the eſtabliſhed 

Church, but which at the ſame time diſ- 
wen the ſervile duplicity of profeſſing aa 

1 | inſincere 8 
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- Sofincere Approbation of every thing apper- 
"uy to its Worſhip and * 


Tu Firſt Oueſtion which ſeems to re- 
quire your Attention is,. Whether the Sub- 
ſeription of our Clergy to Articles of Faith, 
be neceſſary for the Maintenance of our eſta» 

bliſhed Church ?—Suppoſing this to be de- 
termined in the Affirmative, Another no leſs 
intereſting preſents itſelf, Do the preſent 
Articles of Religion want a n 


Vov perceive, Sir, that it is no Queſtion 
with me, Whether an eſtabliſhed Church be 


uſeful to the State; the Ends of civil Govern- 


ment can ſcarcely be attained without it: 
Nor have I any doubt in preferring our pre- 
dent Mode of Church-government by Pre- 
Jatical Juriſdiction, to every other. But the 
Queſtion is, Whether the Eſtabliſhment may 
-not be ſupported, without requiring from 
the public Teachers of Chriſtianity, a Sub- 
ſcription to human Articles of Faith. 


Some Religious Opinions are intimately 
I with the Safety of the civil Con- 
i ſtitution, 
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ſtitution, as influencing the political Conduct 
of Individuals; Others more diſtantly, as in- 
fluencing their moral Conduct. Both theſe, 
however, may be included under the gene- 
ral Appellation of Practical Religious Opini- 
ons; in contra- diſtinction to fuch as are 
merely Speculative, and which may be re- 
ceived or rejected by Individuals, without 
affecting the Intereſts of Civ Society in any 
manner. The Magiſtrate ſeems to have a 
perfect Right of requiring from thoſe whom 
he conſtitutes public Teachers of the People, 
a Confeſſion of their Belief with reſpect to 
Practical Religious Opinions ; becauſe he is 
under a perfect Obligation of conſulting for 
the Good of the State, by the Encourage- 
ment of Virtue, But with reſpect to Specu- 
lative Religious Opinions, his Interpoſition 
ſeems to be wholly unſerviceable; and is 
therefore unreaſonable. A few Inſtances 
will explain my Meaning. 


No Civil Society, can tolerate Public 
Teachers of Atheiſm; becauſe a general Be- 
lief that there was no God, would relax the 


Sinews of Government, and utterly annihi- 
Re late 
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late the great Security of Life and Property 
reſulting in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, 
from the Sanction of an Oath. 


No Civil Society of Proteſtants, can to- 
lerate a Clergy profeſſing Belief in the Doc- 
trines of the Church of Rome, reſpecting the 
Supremacy of the Pope; becauſe a general 
Belief of the Authority of the See of Rome 
to excommunicate or depoſe the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate, or to abſolve the Subjects from their 
Allegiance to Him, would in fact be a Diſ- 
ſolution of the Civil Society itſelf. 


No Civil Society of Chriſtians, can tole- 
rate a Clergy profeſſing Deiſm ; becauſe a 
. general Disbelief of Revealed Religion, 
would deprive the State of its ſtrongeſt 
Barrier againſt Vice, the Hold it has from 
Religion upon the Conſciences of all its 
members, whereby many Immoralities, 
which elude the Influence of human or- 
dinances, are ſtifled in their birth. 


No Civil Society of Free-men, can tole- 
rate a Clergy profeſſing Belief in the Doc- 
my trines 


A CHRISTIAN WII. 11 
trines of Paſſive Obedience and Divine Right; 
becauſe a general Belief of the abſolute Cri- 


minality of Reſiſtance in extreme Caſes, 


tends to the Introduction of Tyranny, and 
is ſubverſive of the natural and unalienable 
Rights of Mankind. 


No Civil Society of any kind, can tolerate 
a Clergy preaching Immorality; becauſe a 
general Belief, that Adultery, Theft, Murder, 
and ſuch like Enormities were allowable, 
would propagate ſuch a Depravity of Man- 
ners, as muſt finally tend to the Deſtruction 
of every Individual in it. 


THESE Inſtances will ſerve to ſhow, what 
may be underſtood by Practical Religious 
Opinions : and there can be no doubt of the 
Diſpoſition of every Public Teacher in the 
Kingdom, to give any Security the Magiſ- 
trate may think proper to demand for his 
Conduct with reſpe&t to theſe and other 
Particulars, of the like import. 


Bur beſides theſe, there are other Reli- 


gious Opinions which have no Relation at 


all to the Political Principles, no Manner 
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12 ALETTER FROM 

of Influence over the Moral Conduct of In- 
dividuals, or fo very diſtant an one as not to 
require the Exertion of the Magiſtrate's Veto, 
to repreſs their Promulgation : and it is 
concerning theſe that the preſent Diſpute 


has ariſen. 


Sven are the Speculative Doctrines of 
Chriſtianity, concerning the antecedent 
State of Jeſus Chriſt; the Nature and End 
of a vicarious Sacrifice; the intermediate 
State of the Soul; the Mode of our Re- 
ſurrection; and a thouſand others: many 
of which being above the Apprehenſion 
of the moſt enlightened Underſtandings, 
and, as ſuch, not neceſſary for our  Salva- 
tion, have been Subjects of uſeleſs Diſ- 
pute, and unchriſtian Diviſion in the Church 
of Chriſt, from the Apoſtolic Age to our 
own. I call thefe Speculative Opinions; be- 
cauſe the two great foundations of Chriſti- 
anity, That Jeſus Chriſt was the Meſſiah, 
and That He roſe from the Dead, (upon 
which all our Hopes, as Chriſtians, are 
founded; by which hopes all our Actions, 
nas Men, are determined) ſtand firmly eſta- 
bliſhed, in whatever manner. theſe and 
* | Queſtions | 


\ 4 
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Queſtions ſuch as theſe may be decided, or 
whether they can be decided, or not. Will 
any one think himſelf abſolved from Obedi- 
ence to the Goſpel Terms of Salvation; be- 
cauſe learned Men have entertained different 
Opinions corcerning the Perſon of Chriſt ? 
Whether he be equal to, or inferior to the 
Eternal God; Whether the Worlds were 
made by Him; or he had no pre-exiſtent 
State; becomes not ſober Men too perempto= 
rily to determine either Way : But if any 
one thinks otherwiſe, let him determine for 
himſelf. Let him embrace which Opinion 
ſeems to him moſt probable : Yet certain and 

undoubted will he find it, that the Com- 

miſſion which Jeſus Chriſt executed upon 

Earth, was ſealed with the Finger of God 

himſelf, and that all Power, Authority, and 

Dominion is now committed unto him in 

Heaven and in Earth: from hence is deriv- 

ed all that We are concerned to know, our 
Obligation to Obedience. Will any one 

abjure the Religion, or with wanton Mock- 

ery repudiate the Sacrifice and Interceſſion 

of Chriſt ; becauſe Divines, in explaining 

the Scheme of Redemption, have fallen into 

e contra- 
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contradictory Suppoſitions ?—Will any one 
doubt concerning his own Reſurrection from 
the Dead; becauſe he doubts concerning an 
Intermediate State; — becauſe curious Men 
have in all Ages fooliſhly enquired, «© How 
« are the Dead raiſed, and with what Body do 
te they come?” And if in theſe Fundamentals 
of our Faith, a Diverſity of Opinion may be 
conſiſtent with a Similarity of Manners ; if 
Men of different Perſuaſions may be equally 
ſtimulated tothe Practice of Chriſtian Virtues; 
Why ſhould the Magiſtrate be anxious about 
introducing an Uniformity of Belict? 


Wu a Doctrine is doubtfully declared, 
an Uniformity of Belief is, in the Nature of 
Things, impoſſible to be obtained; and where 
a Doctrine is clearly revealed, the Requiſition 
of a Subſcription to its Truth is nugatory. 
To illuſtrate this:. Whoever profeſſes to 
believe the Canonical Books of the New 
Teſtament, virtually profeſles to believe, 
that Jeſus Chriſt did not come into this 
World-according to the ordinary Courſe of 
Nature; that he voluntarily ſealed his Miſ- 
ſion with his Blood; that he did not, like 
the reſt of Mankind, continue ſubject to 

„5 Death, 


* 
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Death, but became the Firſt- fruits of the 
Reſurrection; - theſe and other Fundamental 
Principles of Chriſtianity, are ſo fully and 
explicitly revealed, that he who admits the 
Truth and Genuineneſs of the Books of the 
New Teſtament, cannot with any Colour of 
Reaſon be ſuppoſed to doubt of them. But 
concerning the Mode of Union of the divine 
and human Nature in Jeſus Chriſt; concern- 
ing the Satisfaction made to vindictive Juſtice 
by his Death; concerning the Nature of 
that Original Sin, which He came to do 
away; concerning the eternal Decrees of 
God reſpecting the Election or Reprobation 
of particular Perſons or Nations; concern» 
ing theſe and other recondite Doctrines of 
Chriſtianity, whatever Uniformity there may 
be of outward Profeſſion, there can be none 
of inward Belief, It might as reaſonably be 
expected, that Men of different Statures 
ſhould, from the ſame Elevation, take in 
Proſpects of equal Extent, as that Men of 
different intellectual Capacities ſhould, from 
the ſame Means of Information, the ſame 
Canon of Scripture, in Points removed from 
their clear Apprehenſion, believe preciſely 


alike, 
5 
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alike. If therefore an Uniformity of Opi- 
nion be, in all doubtful Points, unattainable; 

and in all others, unavoidable; there ſeems 
to be no Utility in the Requiſition of Sub- 
fcription, i in any Caſe. 


Bur, without a Subſcription to eſtabliſhed 
Articles of Faith, how can the different Sec- 
- taries be excluded From what would You 
have them excluded? Not, ſurely, from the 
Emoluments of the Church, if they are wil- 
ling to perform the Duties of the Miniſtry ; 
'—that would betray an illiberal and ſelfiſh 
Regard.—Not, ſurely, from the Community 
of Public Worthip, if they are willing to re- 
ceive our Rites;—that would favour of Pha- 
rifaical Pride, and unchriftian Prejudice. Why 
* fuck an univerſal Abhorrence of Sectaries? 
Does the Name of a Preſbyterian, imply an 
immoral Man, a peſtilent Citizen, or a diſ- 
loyal Subject? Prove that; and I will abhor 
him too. What if our Univerſities, by the 
Removal of Subſcription, ſhould become ful- 
ler; and the diſſenting Academies be lefs fre- 
quented? What if there ſhould be more 
Labourers * into the Vineyard of 

Chriſt? 


A CHRIS TIANWARTOG. 19 
Chriſt? Are not thoſe whoſe Lot it is to 
bear the Heat and Burthen of the Day,—to 


do the chief Work of the Miniſtry, greatly 


wanted in every Dioceſe in the Kingdom ? 
Nay, What if the higher Dignities of the 


Church ſhould be expoſed to the Pretenſions 


of a greater number of learned Men; how 
would either Learning or Religion be in- 
Jared by the Competition? I would not be 
miſunderſtood, as if I ſuſpected that ſelfiſh 
Conſiderations, flaviſh Fears left the benefi- 
cial Emoluments of the Church ſhould be 


reft from them, induced any Members of 


the Church of England to oppoſe the Pe- 
tition. Such Inſinuations indeed have been 
frequently thrown out ; but always illibe- 
rally, uncandidly ; and, I firmly believe, un- 
truly. No—The Apprehenſions of the wiſeſt 


and beſt amongſt the Clergy upon this occa- 


ſion, have no Reſpect to ſelf; they are all- 
together of a public Nature, and grounded 
upon a Maxim, which has been ſanctified 
by the Experience of Ages, — That all Inno- 
vations are dangerous. True: they are not 
only dangerous to, but in their full Extent 
ire of, the Eſtabliſhments they are 

C * 
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deſigned to amend. It was the innovating 
Spirit of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, which 
overthrew- the Jewiſh Polity, demoliſhed 
the Altars of Paganiſm, and turned the 


World upfide down. It was the innovating 


Spirit of our Anceſtors, which extorted 
Magna Charta from King John, plucked the 
triple Crown from the Head of the Pope, 
and wreſted an arbitrary Sceptre from the 
Hands of a Stuart, The Innovations intro- 


duced into our religious Eſtabliſhment at 


the Reformation, and into our civil Conſti- 
tution at the Revolution, were great and 
glorious, for thoſe times; but ſame further 
Innovations are yet wanting (would to God 
they may be quietly made!) to bring them 
both to Perfection. There is always more 
of Caution than Prudence, more of Timidity 


than Fortitude, in the Maxim itſelf ; in the 


Caſe before us, howeyer, the operation of its 
Influence need not be dreaded, Would you 
then haye the Doors of our Churches 
thrown open; and the crude Conceptions 


gf eyery crazy Enthuſiaſt ſubſtituted in the 
room of the rational Exhortations of our 
Cle! Would you have the Order of our 


Publig 
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Public Worſhip ſubverted, and the extem- 
porary incoherent Effuſions of puling Hy- 
pocrites take place of the beſt Forms of 
Prayer that ever were compoſed? No.— 1 
am as far from having a With, of that kind 
as yourſelf, Let the Clergy be bound, as 
they are at preſent, to the conſtant Uſe of 
an eſtabliſhed Liturgy, by the ſtrongeſt 
Ties of Parliamentary Authority ; and by a 
much ſtronger Authority than that of Par- 
liament, even by the Hopes of their eternal 
Salvation (ſurely no ſmall Pledge to the State' 
for their good Condu@!), they will ever 
remain bound, Subſcribers or not Subſcribers, 
to teach nothing but what they think 
agreeable to the Word of God, as contained 
in the Old and New Teſtament, No Door 
can be opened for Papiſts; the Oaths of 
Allegiance and Supremacy will exclude 
them: No Admiſſion for SeQtaries, unleſs 
they receive an eſtabliſhed Liturgy, ſub- 
mit to an eſtabliſhed Epiſcopacy. When 
to theſe Conſiderations we add the Caution 
and Care uſed by the Biſhops, in ordaining 
none but Perſons of approved Morals, and 
competent Learning, I cannot think that 
C 2 the 
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che Eſtabliſhed Church will be in the leaſt 
Danger. Every Thing will go on quietly. 
and uniformly. in the old Channel: the Al- 
teration in the Conſtitution will be unfelt. 
We ſhall have the ſame ſtated Forms of 
Prayer, the fame Adminiſtration of Sacra- 
ments, the ſame Rites and Ceremonies in 
every Part of our Public Worſhip; and, 

was trifling in ſo ſerious a Matter allow- 
able, I ſhould ſay that it is odds but we 
have the ſame Sermons too. However, if 
during the firſt Fervours attending religious 
Emancipation,. a new Compoſition or two 
ſhould happen to be made, the Laity will 
have no great Reaſon to regret the Altera- 
tion. The Doctrines of our Articles no 
longer influence any part of our Clergy, ei- 
ther in their Belief or their Compoſition, 
farther than as each Individual finds them 
conformable to his own Interpretation of 
Scripture. Many look upon them as obſo- 
lete, and the Subſcription to them as a Mat- 
ter of Form; and the Methodiſts are the 


only Diſputants, who in Controverſy quote 
the Articles 1 in their Defence. 


* . : 


Bur 
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Hou r erroneous Docttines will diſhonour— 
Whom ? but their Promulgator? Will de- 
ſtroy— What? but that Infallibility of the 
Church, to which as Men we cannot ſub- 
mit, to which as Proteſtants we cannot put 
in our Claim But licentious Precepts 
from the Pulpit, will diſſeminate a Con- 
tempt for Religion, propagate a Profligacy 
of Manners amongſt the People. — And are 
You ſerious in the Charge? Do You really 
apprehend, that the Clergy of England will 
{tain their Lives withthe Filth of Methodiſm, 
contaminate their Functions with the Pollu- 
tions of Moravianiſm? Are Vou honeſtly 
afraid leſt they ſhould prea c hup the Seven 
Paradiſes of Mahomet, or recommend the 
lawleſs Carnality of the Antinomians?—In 
taking from them their Articles of Religion, 
do you take from them their Character, as 
Gentlemen; their Integrity, as Members of 
Society; their Hopes, as Chriſtians; and 
their Senſe, as Scholars? — But we ſhall be 
over-run with Arianiſm, Soc inianiſm, Ar- 
minianiſm.— And Who told You, that an 
Arian, a Socinian, or an Arminian, from 

Princi- 


22 ALEkTTER FROM 
Principle, ſhall not be ſaved as well as You ? 
Are the Gates of Heaven open only to us, 
the Athanaſians and the Calviniſts of the 
Age? Is Yours the only intelligible Inter- 
pretation of Scripture; Vours the only ſaving 
Faith? Away with ſuch learned Arrogance, 
ſuch uncharitable Judgement! They are a 
Diſgrace to Humanity, and a Diſhonour to 
any Religion. — The Queſtion will not be at 
the laſt Day, Are Vou of the Church of Jeru- 
ſalem or of Antioch, of Rome or England; 
Are Vou a Doctor of the Sorbonne or of 
Oxford, a Friend to the Remonſtrants or the 
Synod of Dort? Not, what Articles, Con- 
feſſions, Formularies, have You ſubſcribed? 
—But, What Hungry have you fed? What 
Naked have you cloathed? What Sick have 
you viſited? What Souls have you ſaved? 
— Not, what - barren metaphyſical Creeds 
have you repeated ?—But, What Fruits of 

your Faith have you brought forth ? 


I is much eaſter, in Truth, to ſtickle for 
a definite Interpretation of an indefinite Text; 
to ſhore up, by orthodox Labour, ſome tot- 
tering Buttreſs of a crazy Church-edifice; 


+ to 
P 
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to harangue in Councils, Diets, Synods, Con- 
ſiſtories and Convocations, in Defence of 
particular Eſtabliſhments ; to anathematize 
thoſe who diſlike our ſpiritual Cookery ; and 
to burn Hereticks : All this is much eaſier to 
be done; than to become a Chriſtian.. It is 
much eaſier too to be querulous, diſcontented, 
turbulent, becauſe our bold Exactions are not 
granted in our own Time and Manner; to 
calumniate the higheſt Characters in the 
Church, becauſe they do not lend a greedy 
Ear to petulant Demands, and undigeſted 
Schemes of Reformation; to ſtigmatize the 
Bench in particular, and the Clergy in ge- 
neral, as ſlothful, ſelfiſh, ignorant, hypocri- 
tical, political, knaviſh, becauſe they do not 
fathom the Depths of Divine Wiſdom, with 
our Line and Plummet; to repreſent the 
Eſtabliſhed Church as Earthly, Popith, Ido- 
latrous, Pagan, becauſe the Piety of its 
Founders has decided, in a doubtful Point 
or two, contrary to our Mode of Apprehen- 
ſion: All this is much eaſier to be done than 
to become a Chriſtian. Well may it be 
ſaid of both of us, Nemo wobis credat, nemo 
nobis; omnes contentigſi ſumus, 


3 LixE 
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_ Lixe the Pharifaical Sect of old, every 
Chriſtian Church has tythed its Mint, its 
Aniſe, and its Cummin, by introducing the 
Obſervance of ſome wretched Ordinances, 
the Belief of ſome dark, ſpeculative, unfruit- 
ful Doctrines, as ſuccedaneums for Merey, 
for Piety, and for Juſtice. Every Sect, how- 
ever low and contemptible in its Beginning, 
has by Degrees been inſpired more or leſs 
with a Spirit of Procruſtixing, of lopping and 
ſtretching, of ſcrewing and wrenching the 
Intellects of Individuals, till they nicely 
tallied with their particular Standard of Faith 
and Diſcipline. No Doctrines fo obſcure, 
but what in ſome Diet or Council have been 
ſubtthzed and ſublimed, by ſcholaſtic So- 
phiſtry, into hallowed Myſteries; none ſo 
unedifying and indifferent, but what the 
over-weening Wiſdom of ſome intolerant 
Enthuſiaſt has impoſed as Credenda, neceflary 
to eternal Salvation; none ſo abſurd, (I had 
almoſt ſaid, ſo impious) but what, as Cicero 
affirmed of Philoſophical Tenets, have had 
their Patrons. Ne 


Bur 


ü 
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Bur I detain you too long upon the Firſt 
Point: the Iſſue in ſhort is this The Doc- 
trines of the Chriſtian Religion, cannot be 
made clearer by human Confeſſions, or Ar- 
' ticles of Faith. If they are obſcurely de- 
clared, they are not neceſſary to be believed, 
and muſt remain obſcure for ever. There is 
no Authority under Heaven, which can add 
to, or diminiſh aught from them, ſo as to 
render them more intelligible.— To demand 
a full undoubted Aſſent to propoſitions doubt- 
ful and obſcure, is to tyrannize over the Un- 
derſtandings of Men. An Uniformity of 
Opinion in the Fundamentals of Faith, has 
prevailed in all Ages and in all Countries. 
In other Points, it is, from the Nature of our 
intellectual Faculties (which, like the Bo- 
dies of Men, are of different Complexions, 
Shapes and Sizes), impoſſible to be attained: 
The Requiſition of it, is abſurd; and where - 
ever it has been required, it has produced 
nothing but caſuiſtical Quibblings, miſera- 
ble Qualifyings of grammatical Senſes, Je- 
ſuitical Prevarication, and hypocritical Sub- 
ſcription. A Conformity to the Uſe of an 
D elta- 
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eſtabliſhed Liturgy, will be a ſufficient Secu- 
rity for the Uniformity of Public Worſhip, 
for the peaceful and perpetual Continuation 
of the preſent Church-eſtabliſhment. Nor 
will the Abolition of Articles make any ſen- 
ſible Change in Doctrines: We ſhall have 
the ſame Clergy, and they will be under the 
ſame Obligation to preach the Truth in 
Chriſt, Woe be to them, if at preſent, 
through any Fear of Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, 
through any Hope of Ecclefiaftical Dignities, 
through any Defire of pleaſing Men, they 
preach not the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, according to the Abilities of appre- 
hending it which God has vouchſafed, not to 
their Church as a collective Body, but to 
themſelves as Individuals, as conſtituted 
Diſpenſers of the Oracles of God! 

Wir reſpect to the Second Queſtion— 
Do the Articles of the Church of England 
« want a Reviſal? — Undoubtedly, In 
ſpeaking:thus explicitly, I cannot be ſuppoſed 
to deliver any 'Thing but my private Opi- 
nion, and that ſubje& to the Correction of 
wiſer Heads and future Information ; but it 
is my Opinion at preſent. . 


* I torbear, 
SES I nave 
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I nave broke in too much upon your Lei- 
ſure already, to think of troubling You, Sir, 
with the Hiſtory of our Articles, or with 
any Theological Diſtinctions upon the ſeve- 
ral Points of Doctrine which are thought 
moſt exceptionable ; eſpecially as a more ge- 
neral Kind of Argument will be ſufficient to 
perſuade you that a Reviſal cannot be im- 
proper. 

72 

' Warar ſhould you think of a Comment 
annexed, above two hundred Years ago, by a 
learned Man or two, to particular paſſages of 
a Book printed from the worſt Manuſcripts, 
written in a ſtrange Language, and in a 
Stile wholly different from that which pre- 
vails in Europe, containing in every Page 
References to antient Hiſtory, Alluſions to 
the Religious Rites, to the Cuſtoms and 
Manners, of a particular People ? You would 
not, I am convinced, ſuppoſe, That this 
Comment could receive no Amendment 
from Emendations of the Text itfelf, no Il- 
luſtration from a more intimate Acquaint- 
ance with the Stile of the Original, no 

D 2 Lights 
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Lights from the Labour of Learning em- 
ployed for above two Centuries in ſtudying 
the Hiſtory of this People, nor from the 
Obſervations of Travellers upon their Man- 
ners. And when you were further told, 
That the Contents of this Book had for 
many Ages been gutted and garbled by a 
crafty Prieſthood, in ſupport of the Idola- 
trous [Superſtitions and aftomihing Corrup- 
tions of a particular Church; and that theſe 
Commentators, though not under the im- 
mediate Apprehenfion of being caſt into the 
Fiery Furnace, if they did not fall down 
and worſhip the Image which this Church 
had ſet up, yet had their Minds enflaved by 
a ſanctimonious Reverence for the Idol of 
their Anceſtors; you would think a Review 
of what they had written {till more expe- 
dient. 5 


Ir would be juſt as reaſonable to reduce 
our Univerſities to their firſt Principles, to 
the reading of Lectures upon the Problems 
of Ariſtotle, the Metaphyſics of Plato, and 
the Aſtronomical Syſtem of Ptolemy; as to 
continue the Obligation upon cur Clergy, 

to 
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to conform to the Scriptural Syſtems of 
Cranmer and Ridley. The public Tutors 
and Inſtructors of your Youth are as ſtrong- 
ly bound by the Statutes of the Univerſities, 
to the explaining a certain definite Set of 
antient Authors, as your Clergy are by the 
Statutes of the Realm, or Royal Declara- 
tions, to preach nothing repugnant to the 
Doctrines preſcribed by a certain Set of an- 
tient Articles. But the Wiſdom of the firſt, 
(without waiting for a formal Repeal of 
their Statutes), reſpecting the End of their 
Inſtitution, rather than the Means impro- 
vidently fixed ſome Centuries ago for the 
attainment of it, have judiciouſly accom- 
modated their Mode of Education to the 
variable Exigencies of the Times, to the 
Improvements which have been daily made 
in Arts and Sciences. One would imagine, 
That the Makers of Statutes in the one 
Caſe, and the Compoſers of Articles in the 
other, thought that human Nature was ex- 
alted to the higheſt Degree of intellectual 
Perfection in their Times, and that they 
themſelves were the moſt learned of their 
Age, It muſt be allowed at leaſt, either 
that 
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that they had no Foreſight of the Improve- 
ments which have been made in every 
Branch of Knowledge, or that in forming 
poſitive Laws they were at a Loſs how to 
provide for Contingencies; preſuming, no 
doubt, that their Poſterity would think 
themſelves at Liberty. to abrogate their 
Acts, and to new-model their Conſtitutions, 
when a Change of Circumſtances ſhould 
render a Deviation from them neceflary. 


Wirnour any Diſparagement to the 
Goodneſs either of the Heads or Hearts of 
the Reforming Biſhops in the Reigns of Ed- 
ward and Elizabeth, it may ſurely be affirm- 
ed, that we have Biſhops at preſent upon the 
Bench, equal to them in Integrity and 
Sanctity of Manners ; and from the circum- 
ſtance alone of living in a more enlightened 
Age, though we allow nothing on the Score 
of Genius, far their Superiors in Religious 
Knowledge, and Learning of all Kinds. 
Why ſhould we hefitate to entruſt this 

matter to their Care? They have not in 
the preſent Struggle been reſpectfully treat- 


. ed. It has injuriouſly been taken for grant- 
ed, 
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ed, that no Bleſſings could come from the 
Bench, no Reformation from the Prelacy, 
no Good out of Galilee, I cannot be of 
this perſuaſion ; and think there are at leaſt 
as evident Indications of Prepoſſeſſion againſt 
the higher Orders of the Church, in ſome of 
the Advocates for a Reformation; as of 
ſecular Attachment to Syſtem, and Bigotry 
of Profeſſion, in thoſe they moſt accuſe. I 
have the ſtrongeſt Expectation, that if the 
Petition is referred to them, they will have 
no Diſpoſition to ſtifle it, 


Tu v are neither ſo indolent, nor igno- 
rant, nor intereſted, as their Enemies repre- 
ſent them; they will, without doubt, can- 
didly and liberally unite their Endeavours, 
to relieve their Brethren and themſelves. 
Not, perhaps, in the preciſe Manner, and to 
the full Extent of the Wiſhes of ſome Indi- 
viduals; but in ſuch a Manner, and to ſuch 
an Extent, as ought perhaps to content every 
Man who is not poſſeſſed with the perſecuting 
Phrenſy, of erecting his own Opinion into 
an unerring Standard of Expediency and 
Truth, 

THERE 
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FTurkr are many good and ſenfible Men 
among the Clergy of England, whoſe honeſt 
Apprehenfions for the Safety of the Church, 
the Intereſts of Religion, and the Quiet of the 
State, will not ſuffer them to with for a total 
Abolition of all Articles of Religion. With- 
out being, I believe, lefs zealons in my Re- 
gard for theſe Bleſſings than themſelves ; but 
from ſeeing Things in a different, I do not 
fay a better, Point of View; I am of a con- 
trary Opinion. Yet am not I fo blindly par- 
tial to my own private Judgement, as to 
think it infallible; nor in the leaſt diſpoſed 
to accufe thoſe who diffent from me, of ſelfiſh 
Diffimulation or unpardonable Prejudice. 
Nay, if even a Review of our Articles ſhould, 
after a candid Examination, be thought un- 
neceſſary or impracticable; I cannot but 
eſteem it the Duty of every private Citizen, — 
not to change his Opinions; for Opinions 
are not ſubject to change from Authority, 
but Reaſon ; but in all Quietneſs and Godly 
Fear, without Murmuring and without Re- 
pining, to ſubmit to the Determination of 
thoſe who have the Dominion over him. 
| For 
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For my own Part, I ſhall think it ſufficient 
for the preſent, to have borne this full con- 
ſcientious Teſtimony to what ſeems to me 
to be the Truth. If you ſhould be curious 
to know who it is, that has given you and 
himſelf this Trouble, Knowhim for a warm 
Friend · to the Church of England, but for a 
warmer Friend to the Church of Chriſt; for 
one, who earneſtly contends for the Ortho- 
dox Faith, but who acknowledges no Crite- 
rion of Orthodoxy, but Scripture ; for one, who 
cordially wiſhes to ſee a Reformation in our 
Religious Eſtabliſhment take place; but 
for one too, who cannot think it worth con- 
tending for, if the Attempt be likely to pro- 
duce any Diſorders in the Civil Conſtitution, 
if it will tend to the ſpilling one Drop of 
Chriſtian Blood, to the extinguiſhing one 
Spark of Chriſtian Charity amongſt us. 


THEsE are his Sentiments; and to what- 
ever Party he may become obnoxious there- 
by, conformable to his Sentiments will be 
his Practice. I do not, however, ſo far for- 
get myſelf, as to wiſh to preſcribe a Rule of 


Behaviour or Opinion, to you or any Man; 
F 
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Juſt permit me to expreſs my Hopes that the 
Petition, being a very ſerious thing, may be 
very ſeriouſly treated by your Houſe. It has 


no reſpect to political Parties; but ſimply 


prays for what none, but a very Cappadecian 


in Diſpoſition can reject, if offered, —Liber- 


ty of Conſcience, not Licentiouſneſs gf Con- 
duct. 


Ir it ſhould appear to you, that the Peti- 
tioners have any further Views, any latent 
Expectation of undermining our Conſtitution 
in Church or State, of introducing Preſby- 
tery for Prelacy, Anarchy far Monarchy ; 
you cannot be too much upon your Guard 


_ againſt them. But I-know not what they 


have done, which renders them juſtly liable 
to ſuch a Suſpicion. Nothing ſo eaſy as to 
miſrepreſent the beſt Deſigns, as to faſten 
upon Innovators a popular Odium, by attri- 
buting to them Plans which they never 
formed, by foreſeeing Conſequences which 
will neyer follow. 


. In the fad Charge of Hypocriſy conſtant- | 
ly and virulently brought againſt thoſe, who 


x "Eg for 
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for Bread are thought to ſubſcribe what they 


do not believe, your Withers, Sir, probably 
are unwrung ; your Shoulders will never pro- 


bably be galled by the Yoke of Subſcription; 
but as a Chriſtian, you muſt have Compaſ- 


ſion for thoſe honeſt Citizens, who feel 


themſelves daily ſweating under its abhorred 
Weight; as an Engliſhman, you muſt deteſt 
Tyranny over the Religious Opinions, as 
much as ('tis to be hoped) you do over the 


Civil Actions of Mankind; as a Stateſman, 


you will remember, That lenient Embroca- 
tions mitigate the Throbbings of a green 


Wound; which, irrritated by Neglect, feſters. 


quickly, and inflames the adjoining parts, 
infects the whole Syſtem with a Fever, al- 
ways producing Paroxyſms dangerous to the 
Conſtitution, and often terminating in Tre- 
mours, Convulſions, and Death. 


I have the Honour to be, &c. 


A CHRISTIAN WHIG. 
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A SECOND LETTER, &c. 


A MONG the multiplicity of Tracts 
A which have been publiſhed for and 
againſt The Clerical Petition, I had no Ex- 
pectation, that The Chriſtian Hhig would have 
been diſtinguiſhed by a Second Edition. It too 
freely and manifeſtly militates againſt the 
Prejudices of both Parties, to be well re- 
ceived by either. However, as a Reſpect 

for Truth, and a total Indifference as to the 
pleaſing or diſpleaſing of Parties, induced 
the Author to throw it into the World; the 
ſame Principles make him embrace with 
Pleaſure this Opportunity of appealing once 
more to the Good Senſe of the Members of 
The Houſe of Commons, upon a Subject 
not indeed connected with, yet greatly ana- 
logous to, The Petition of the Clergy; and 
B which, 
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which, it is ſaid, will ſpeedily be ſubmitted 
to their Deciſion. I ſpeak. of the Queſtion 
which has been lately agitated in the Uni- 
verſity of Cambridge, relative to the Abo- 
lition of a Subſcription, which all Perſons 
are required to make, before they can be ad- 
mitted to any Degree in that Univerſity. 
Without doubt, her Siſter Oxford is ſhackled 
by the ſame Fetters, and pants for the ſame 
Freedom :* But as I take my Ideas from 
what has been lately publiſhed upon the 
Subject, I will confine my Obſervations to 
Cambridge. — James 1, in the Year 1613, 
ſett Letters to that Univerſity, requiring 
them not to confer the Degree of Bachelor 
of Divinity, or of Do@or -in any Faculty, 
upon any perſon whatſoever, before He had 
ſubſcribed to the Three Articles contained 
in the zöth Canon. The then Senate of 
the U eivetliry paſſed a Grace, beginning 
with this Preamble, <£* Placeat vobis, ut 


s ;txta tenorem literarum a Sereniſimo Rege 
"ey miſſurum, hoc in Senatu decernatur &c.“ 
and enjoining a Subſcription to the Three 
Articles contained in the 26th Canon, as 
an 
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an indiſpenſable Mean towards obtaining 
either of the forementioned Degrees. About 
three Vears aſter, when the King was at 
Newmarket, He condeſcended in Perſon, 
and afterwards by Letter, to ſignify his 
Pleaſure to the Vice- chancellor and Heads 
of Houſes, that He would have all who 
take any Degree in Schools, ſubſcribe to 
the Three Articles, — Theſe, I believe, are 
the Foundations upon which the Right of 
requiring Subſcription is built. — The Cha- 


racter of James you are no Stranger to. 


You cannot be ſurprized at this Inſtance of 
his Pedantry, this injudicious Exertion of 
his Prerogative; nor can you candidly cen- 
ſure the then Senate of the Univerſity for 
their ſupine Submiſſion to his Authority: 
The Houſes of Parliament would not have 
been leſs complaiſant. The Limits of the 
Prerogative were not then ſo eircumſtan- 
tially defined, nor the Rights of Individuals 
and Corporations ſo explicitly declared, as 


at preſent. It has lately, I underſtand, be- 


come a Queſtion, Whether the Univerſity 


has a Power inherent in its Conſtitution, 
B 2 of 
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of aboliſhing the Subſcription impoſed by 
James? I cannot divine what the Law may 
determine in this point; but Common 
Senſe ſeems to inform me, that the preſent 
Senate of the Univerſity of Cambridge has 
as incontrovertible a Right of repealing a 
Grace, paſſed by the Senate of the Univer- 
fity in the Time of James the Firſt, as the 
preſent Legiſlature of the Kingdom has of 
annulling an Act of Parliament, enacted by 
any former Legiſlature. If a Grace acquires 
Strength, becomes ſtubborn by Time, and 
will not bend to the Power which made it; 
Why does an Act of Parliament continue 
ſo flexible? The Univerſity, it is agreed, 
can never have a Right to infringe or re- 
ſeind any one of their Original Statutes ; 
becauſe their Statutes derive their Spirit and 
Strength from an Authority prior to the 
Exiſtence and independent of the Will of the 
Univerſity. But under this Limitation, the 
Corporate Body ſeems to have an abfolute 
Power of acting pro re natd, of altering, 
amending, abrogating any or all of the Or- 
ne 2 on their original 
Eſta- 
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Eſtabliſhment by preceding Corporate AQs. 
Without this Power, every temporary Inſtitu- 
tion would become perpetual, would operate 
with deſtructive Vigour, when the Reaſons 
for its firſt Introduction no longer exiſted. 
If any one ſhould be diſpoſed to obje&, that 
the Obligation to Subſcription ariſes from the 
Authority of The King's Letters, and not 
from the Grace of the Senate ; He would 
run full upon the Horns of a Dilemma, 
Either the King's Letters (ſuppoſing them to 
exiſt,) derive their Authority from the Grace 
of the Senate, Or they have an Authority 
independent of that Grace. If they havean 
Authority independent of the Grace; What 
is the Import of a . Placeat vobis, ut hoc de- 
% cernatur ?” If the Grace gives Energy to 
the Letters; then may the whole of that 
Energy be revoked by the ſame Authority 
which gave it. But I beg your pardon, for 
deſcending to the Sophiſms of DialeQtics : 
the nice Diſtinctions and refined Subtleties 
of Argument, ſhould ever be reſerved for 
the Courts of Weſtminſter, and the Schools 
of the Univerſity, The Houſe of Commons 

will 
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will take up the Subject, upon a different 
Ground. It will be no Concern of the Le- 
giſlature, Whether the Univerſities have, or 
have not, the Power to make the Altera- 
tion; but, Whether the Alteration itſelf 
be wanted. r 


1 . no Intention to affront vou, Sir, 
in ſuppoſing you unacquainted with the 
Articles in Queſtion, Your Ignorance of 
Eccleſiaſtical Canons is excuſable. Suffer 
me to take the Liberty of hinting to you 
the Subſtance of thoſe Three Articles, to 
which all perſons, deſigning to become 
Graduates, are required willingly and ex 
animo to ſubſcribe, 


Tur Firſt relates to The King's. Supre- 
macy.——No one but a Papiſt will refuſe his 
Aſſent to that. | 


THz Second affirms, that the Book of 
Common Prayer, and of ordering of Biſhops, 
Prieſts and Deacons, contains in it nothing 

contrary to the Word of God. — 80 far Lay- 
| ſub- 


4 
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ſubſeribers are affected; for Laymen (thanks 
to the Reformation !) are permitted to read 
their Bibles. - And farther it requires the 
Subſeriber himſelf to uſe the Form in the 
ſaid Book preſcribed, in Public Prayer and 
Adminiſtration of the Sacraments.— This 
touches the Clergy in particular; and but 

lightly ; for he lacks the Modeſty becom- 
ing an Individual, who, after aſſenting to 
the former part of this Article, quarrels 
with the latter, becauſe it may chance that 
a few Ceremonies, in their own Nature in- 
different, and of no Moral Tendency, are 
not adapted to his particular Fancy. 


Tun Third Article requires the Candi» 
dates for Degrees, to acknowledge all and 
every of the Thirty-nine Articles agreed 
upon by the Archbiſhops, &c. in the year 
1 e. to be agreeable o the Word of 
God. 


If you. are a Graduate, Sir, you have: 
ſubſcribed' theſe Articles: Vet may not this 
Information concerning the Subſtance of 

them 
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chem by impertitient, even to you. It may 
be, that you looked upon Subſoription, as 
one of the Ceremonies neceſſary for your 
Admiſſion to your Degree; it may be, that 
you ſubſcribed to you knew not what, with 
filial Reverence fairly preſuming that your 
Ama Mater could have no propenſity to take 
advantage of your Youth, by making an im- 
proper Requiſition. I can hope as piouſly. 
as any body, that No one eyer gave his 
Aſſent to what He had never read, perhaps 
never heard of; but I appeal at once to the 
Heart of every Graduate in the Houſe of 
Commons, for the truth of my Conjecture, 
and reſt the matter upon that Iſſue. With- 
out doubt, you are beginning to accuſe the 
Tutors: and Profeſſors, of a very culpable 
Negligence, in not explaining to the Under- 
graduates, the Liturgy and Articles of the 
Church of England, before they take their 
Firſt Degree in Arts. — But ſtop a Moment. 
Be not overhaſty in cenſuring Men of Inte- 
grity and Ability, who preſide over the 
Education of the Britiſh Youth. Tell me, 
Would not you think your Son's time much 
5 miſem- 
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miſemployed, in attending to Lectures upon 


ſuch abſtruſe Subjects, at fo early a time of 
Life? Would you chooſe to receive him from 


the Univerſity, armed with the Artillery of 


a pedantic Theologue ; or furniſhed with 
that General Kind of Knowledge, which fits 
him for every Profeſſion, and adorns the 
Character of a Gentleman! But I will not 
offend you, by. expatiating upon this Sub- 


zect. I know your Sentiments: Your hearr 
recoils with Indignation, at the thoughts of 


having the moſt important years of your 
Son's, Life frittered away in Studies, which 
have no Tendency to make him either an 
uſeful Member to the Community, or an 
Ornament to his Family; and which be- 
come none but thoſe, who ſeek for Chriſti: 
anity in the Determinations of Councils, 
and who think that Religion conſiſts in Spe- 
culation, And if you would not haye the 
Youth of the Kingdom occupied in ſuch 
Labours, you cannot wiſh to haye them 
compelled to ſuch Subſcriptions, Not that 
I am of the ſame apinion with theſe who 


lte a Man guilty of a terrible Breach of 
—_ moral 
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moral Honeſty, who profeſſes an Aſſent to 
Articles which he has not ſtudiouſly ex- 
amined. I am aware of the Interpretation, 
which may be put upon this Doctrine: But 
where no Injury is done to Individuals, 
where the Heart is not corrupted, nor the 
Example of pernicious Conſequence, where 
no perſon is impoſed upon, where thoſe be- 
fore whom the aſſent is made, and the Le- 
giſlature for whoſe benefit it is made, tho- 
roughly underſtand the Quality and Degree 
of the Aﬀent which is given, I do not ap- 
prehend that any Moral Turpitude can be 
laid to the charge of Subſcribers. Pufendorf 
obſerves, in juramentis ſenſum totius orati- 
«« onts valere, prout capere ſe illum profitetur 
« 7s, qui juramentum defert, feu cui juratur." 
And he ſubjoins the Reaſon : © hujus enim 
« pracipue, non jurantis cauſd, juramentum 
« praefitatur.”” And it ſeems to me that this 
Principle is well-founded ; and may be a 
great Relief, not only to Subſcribers to 
Articles, but to Public Magiſtrates, Mem- 
bers of Corporations and Univerſities, and 
all thoſe who, in conforming to an ancient 
2 Wo 
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Præſcript, enter into Engagements, by 
Oaths or otherwiſe, which the Change of 
Times makes it impoſſible for them to per- 
form, and which in fact no Individual ex- 
pects them to perform. It were to be wiſhed, 
that ſuch Obligations were not impoſed, 
whenever the Performance is not expected: 
But 1 am not inclined to accuſe every one 
of Perjury or Hypocriſy, as devoid of In- 


tegrity and Honour, whoſe Lot it is to ſub- 
mit to them, 


I take my leave with a word or two upon 
the Subject of my former Addreſs— I neither 
deplore the Fate of the Petition, nor ex- 
ult with illiberal triumph at the Deciſion 
of your Houſe. My Opinion of the Peti- 
tioners, and of their Cauſe, is not at all 
changed by the Event of their Application: 
Succeſs would not have made me commend 
as wiſely calculated, the Means which they 


judged conducive to their End; nor will 


want of it make me condemn the Deſign 
which they openly and honourably. profeſſed. 
Without pretending to much Knowledge of 
human Nature, I had from the firſt a 
| C 2 ſtrong 
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ſtrong: Preſentiment of what has happened: 
and without being poſſeſſed either of Second- 
ſight or much Foreſight, I foretell that ſome 
Relief will be granted; that The Biſhops, 
toa Man, will think themſelves called upon. 
by the Ciroumſtances of the Times, to for- 
ward a Reformation, to reviſe both the 

Articles and Liturgy of the Church. They. 
will not, it ſeems, be invited to this Work 
by the Aſſociation at The Feathers ; the Pe- 
titioners will not ſollicit the Interpoſition of 
The Biſhops. What then? Muſt it be ſup- 
poſed, that they will avail themſelves of the 
Prejudice of an Aſſociation, or of the De- 
ciſion of The Houſe of Commons, as an 
Excuſe for not interfering in a Matter more 
peculiarly belonging to their Care: Muſt it 
be believed, that they permitted an injudi- 
_ cious neglect,. — put it, a deſigned Afﬀront,— 
to warp their judgments againſt the Truth ? 
The Eyes of Laity, and Clergy, of England, 
and of Europe, are fixed; with impatient | 
Expectation, upon The Bench of Biſhops. 
If there is one Spiritual Lord in the pre- 


ſont „ v thinks that no Re- 
n formation 


* - 
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formation is wanted, who believes that 
every thing in our Liturgy and Articles 
is agreeable to the Word of God, and cal - 
culated. to promote Chriſtian Edification 
amongſt, the thinking part of the Laity 


aſſembled in our Churches; Let all 
thoughts of Innovation. be laid aſide, even 
for that One's Sake. Let the Laity ſtill 
continue to think of Religion with diſguſt, 
to ſpeak of it with contempt; let them ſtill 
miſtake for the beautiful and unadorned 
Figure of genuine Chriſtianity, a motley. 
Monſter of Bigotry and Superſtition, a Scare» 
crow of Shreds and Patches, dreſſed up of 
old by Philoſophers and Popes, to amuſe 
the Speculative and to affright the Ignorant ; 
but which is now. become a Butt of Septn, 
againſt which every unfledged Witling of 
the Age eſſays his wanton Efforts, and be- 
fore he has learned his Catechiſm, is fixed 
an Infidel for Life. This, I am perſuaded; 
is too frequently the Caſe; for I have had 
too frequent Opportunities to obſerve it. 
J have ever heard the Scoffs of Unbelievers 
directed againſt the Trappings of Religion. 
1 151 * 
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againſt the meretricious Ornaments, by 
which the Colluſion of Prieſts, and the 
Inſanity of Enthuſiaſts, have polluted the 
Chaſtity and Simplicity of our Faith. Give 
us for our Belief, Chriſtianity as delivered 
in the Word of God: Give us for our Spi- 
ritual Edification, an Eſtabliſhed Church, 
in which there is nothing to affront the 
firſt Suggeſtions of Common Senſe. Ex- 
punge from the Ritual of our Worſhip, the 
abſurd Pretenſions of the Church of Rome, 
and thereby ſpare the Bluſhes of every Mi- 
niſter in our Own: let us not be more tena- 
cious of the deſpondent Doctrines of Calvin, 
than the Church of Geneva itſelf. 


Ir is not, Sir, for your Sake, it is not 
for my own, that I am thus importunate 
with the Biſhops ; thinking Men will ever 
take the Liberty of winnowing the Chaff 
from the Corn; but it is for the Sake of 
thouſands who cannot think ; who cannot, 
through the Veil of human Ordinances, 
diſtinguiſh the Beauty of Holineſs; who, 

taking ſome rotten Excreſcence for the na- 
=— tural 
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tural Fruit of Chriſtianity, ſpurn with Ab- 
horrence the Stock upon which it grew. 
But I mean not to encourage in others, or 
generate 'in myſelf, any Suſpicion that the 
Biſhops are either unacquainted with this 
Evil, or unwilling to remove it; much leſs 
would I be thought ſo prefumptuous as to 
inſtruct their Lordſhips. They will pardon 
me that I am as anxious as themſelves for 


the Honour of The Church of England, of 


which I am a Member; and as ſollicitous 
for the Purity of that Goſpel, on the Truth 
of which I found all my Expectations of 
another Life, Leaving them, however, to 
their own Wiſdom, to the Opinion which 
the World juſtly entertains of their Integrity 
and Zeal for the Religion of their Maſter; 
I conclude, with expreſſing my Satisfaction 
at the manner in which the Petition was 
undoubtedly. treated by The Honourable 
Houſe, Its Merits were deliberately con- 
ſidered, intelligently diſcuſſed, impartially 
determined. Nor could any one expect the 
contrary : For it cannot be ſuppoſed, that 
the Commons of England, in their collec- 

| tive 
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1 Legilative Capacity, ould eitligr be 
blind to Truth, afraid of its Conſequences, 
inattentive to the Religion of their Country, 
b influenced by any worldly Matives in the 
Deciſidn of a Queſtion eſſentially xeſpeRing 
the Intereſt of Chriſtianity. | Conſidered as 
{ndividuals, I have the honour th /know 
many, have heard of more, hope there 


— — —2— * 


ar hundreds in the Houſe, who upan all 
Occaſions: think for Themſelves, aud ate 
| never languid in the Cauſe of Liberty. 

Religious Liberty, indeed, was the Thing 


| contended for: But he is no Whig in Prin — | 
ciple, Who des not wiſh to ſee: it prevail 

nuniverſally. It ſhould not be conſidered, 
What Prgfaſſan of Men apply. tor Relief; 
1! but, whether their Requeſt ; be reaſonable, 
whether it can be eee W Saber to Sk 
| 1 8 : WAV? [118 3 11-18: 
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